
Thoughts on the Journey
January 30, 2022  -  Lk 4:21-30 

Suanne Gettings 

A couple of weeks ago, I had the opportunity to 
babysit two of my grandchildren in Michigan: Ethan 
age four and Eileen age two. Their parents planned 
a four- day much needed get- away to Florida to 
relax and enjoy some time away without the day-to-
day responsibilities of work, children, and home.  
This was the first time they were able to get away 
since their honeymoon.  With a new baby due in June, 
they took advantage of my availability and decided to 
go while they had the chance. 

The days spent with these two precious grandchildren 
is now marked in my memory.  Reflecting on my time 
with them, I marvel at what a wonderful job their 
parents are doing.  It’s obvious that there is a lot of 
love in their household which includes boundaries, 
discipline, and discussions about right and wrong, 
justice and injustice.  They are respectful, well-
behaved, and kind to one another, just like 
their parents.  They also have a great sense of humor, 
love to engage in play, and welcome others to join 
them.  

In preparing for this reflection, I couldn’t help but think 
of my time with them.  As brother and sister, they 
were able to observe each other’s likes and 
dislikes and respect their differences.  They weren’t 
so locked in their own wants that they couldn’t be 
open to the wants of the other. They were aware of 
each other’s feelings in a way that demonstrated 
their love.  It was a wonder to behold, especially in 
lieu of their ages.  Did they argue? Yes.  Did one 
want what the other had at times? Yes.  But what 
struck me most was their ability to negotiate.  If 
Ethan had something Eileen wanted, she would let 
him know and wait for him to give it to her.  If 
Eileen had something Ethan wanted, he would find 
something that he knew she liked and they would 
make the trade.  There was no holding a grudge or 
prolonged anger.  All would be resolved 
peacefully, sometimes with the prompting of grandma, 
but mostly on their own. 

In order to fully grasp today’s gospel reading from 
Luke, it’s important to understand the context with 
which it is written.  In last week’s gospel, Jesus 
was in the temple in Nazareth (his hometown) on 
the sabbath and read from the prophet Isaiah 
where he proclaimed that he was anointed by the 
Spirit to bring glad tidings to the poor, proclaim 
liberty to captives, give sight to the blind, to free 

the oppressed, and to proclaim a year acceptable 
to the Lord.  It was here that he established his 
priorities and the direction of his ministry.  Jesus’ 
ministry was all inclusive, even to the ‘undesirables’ of 
his day.  

Initially, the people were impressed with his message, 
that is, until they realize that Jesus does not show 
favoritism, even to his hometown folks. He doesn’t 
buy into the politics of his day. Jesus then reminds 
them of the non-Jew outsiders in the past who were 
healed and cared for by God through the prophets 
Elijah and Elisha.   

“When the people in the synagogue heard 
this, they were all filled with fury. They rose 
up, drove him out of the town.” 

Throughout history, politics has divided nations,  
communities, families, individuals, and has kept us 
from becoming one in Christ.  We all want favor with 
God, but do not want ALL to have favor with God. We 
embroil ourselves in the political minutia of religion to 
the point of excluding our brothers and sisters who 
are also God’s children.  We focus on the things that, 
in the scheme of eternal life, have little or no 
importance. We stop loving one another if their politics 
isn’t to our liking. We show disrespect when 
expressing our opinions.  We stop listening to one 
another and align ourselves with only those who 
agree with us. 

Observing my grandchildren, I am reminded that they 
come into this world with pure hearts needing love, 
kindness, inclusivity, openness, and joy. When we 
love and guide them as Christ taught us, they will 
learn what they live because love never fails.   If not, 
we will send them into the world as contributors of 
gossip, greed, division, hatred, selfishness, 
pompousness, and people who are blind to the truth.   

This is a crucial lesson Jesus delivered to the 
people of Nazareth then, as he delivers it to us in 
his Word today. Jesus’ political platform is this: 
nothing can separate us from the love of God.  
His divine favor will always break through the 
chaos of human divisiveness and help us heal 
the divisions when we cooperate with his grace. 






